CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE
IN OFFICE AGAIN
It was a strange House of Commons that gathered on 2 July
1929 to hear the King's Speech read by the Speaker, The
greatest change was in the position of the Conservative Party.
In the 1924-29 Parliament, they had occupied all the seats
to the right of the Speaker, above and below the passage
which is known as the c Gangway,' and they were so numerous
that they overflowed to the benches below the gangway on
the Opposition side of the House. To-day, they were so few
that they scarcely filled one side. Few in numbers, they were
also evidently chastened in spirit. They were disappointed
men. Mr. Baldwin had gone to the country on a slogan of
'Safety First.5 Whatever safety the result might yield to
the country, it had brought not only danger but disaster to
the Conservative Party. And there were not wanting those
candid critics in the Press and in Parliament who hastened
to condemn a Leader whose laisser-faire policy has brought
such a disappointing result.
The position of the Liberal  Party  was  also  unhappy,
Although they had returned to the House with a fractional
increase in numbers, many of them had only scraped in
through Tory support, and others held their seats on a.
minority vote.
The Labour Members crowded the seats on the Govern-
ment side, happy, exultant, excited, and making no attempt
to conceal their exuberance. On this opening day, each
notable, as he appeared, was hailed with a cheer, which was
loudest of all when Ramsay MacDonald, the new Prime
Minister, made his appearance and edged his way between
the Table and the crowded Treasury Bench to the seat of
honour opposite the Brass Bound Box.
On this memorable day there was a crowd outside the
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